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 Currently, the California Chapter of 
Alpha Delta Phi is bursting forth into the realm 
of exceptional literary success and fraternal 
fortitude.  Our literary endeavors are having 
great success while at the same time, the un-
dergraduate brotherhood has begun to join 
forces with our 
devoted alumni to 
take on the exten-
sive task of pump-
ing life back into 
our Prospect street 
mansion.

 A young 
executive commit-
tee took over lead-
ership of the chap-
ter at the start of 
the Spring semes-
ter, immediately taking strides to renew the 
literary repute of the chapter, recruit þve new 
members, and re-establish a sense of pride in 
our physical structure.  Our pledges 
are quickly learning the standards 
of the Alpha Delta Phi with great 
enthusiasm, and our older broth-
ers, nine of whom will graduate this 
May, are enjoying their last semes-
ter at Cal with an equal, if not great-
er level of enthusiasm.  

The California literary pro-
gram, headed this semester by Jon 
Ellithorpe, has been nothing short 
of exemplary.  An essay contest, 
mailed out over the break, had great success 
in the quality of applicants and was celebrated 
at the end of February in conjunction with the 
Memorial Foundation Scholarship recipients 

at the Faculty Club here on campus.  As part of 
our recruitment, undergraduate Eric Kasaty invited 
his band, òRainy Day Paradeó up from San Diego 
for a night of live rock and roll entertainment.  We 
also recently held a comedy improvisational night 
which was supported tremendously by our campus 
community.  Lastly, and perhaps most thrilling, the 
Alpha Delts will play dinner host in late March to 

a few of Berkeleyõs most distinguished 

A few weeks ago, the Undergradu-
ate Chapter and a group of Alumni gath-
ered at the Faculty Club in recognition 
of those House Members who have 
demonstrated outstanding academic 
achievement and leadership in the 
House. Participants included the under-
graduate members and alumni ranging 

from the 1950õs through the 1990õs.
After the awards ceremony the entire group 

took part in a roundtable discussion regarding the 
state of the House. Chapter President Sean Chap-

pell õ08 highlighted 
the continued recruit-
ing success ð þve new 
pledges have already 
joined this semester.  
This is the good news.

Brother Steve Ja-
cobs, õ08, House Man-
ager, followed with an 
update on the physical 

condition of the house.  
He pointed out that 

though most of the plumbing, electrical and me-
chanical systems have far outlived their lived their 
life expectancies.  Time is running out.  As these 
repairs continue to go without, the issue will soon 
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Spring 2006 Pledges

Another exciting semester behind us, the brothers of 
Alpha Delta Phi returned to Berkeley after a relaxing win-
ter breakñrejuvenated and anxious to kick off the new year.  
Even a week before the þrst day of school half of the active 
brothers were already back and busy establishing connections 
and making new friends.  There was excitement in the air; the 
idea that every handshake could be the start of a great friend-
ship gave Spring Rush ô06 great appeal.

Sticking to our reliable and time-proven methods of re-
cruitment, we befriended potentials with our wit, charm and 
humor.  Each week began with large social events to draw 
the attention of as many perspectives as possible.  Events 
like Haiku Night kept us true to our literary nature.  Then in 

the second week we changed 
gears, holding smaller events 
to get to know our rush-
ies more intimately.  These 
events included Flag Football 
and Poker, and culminated 
with a weekend trip to beauti-
ful Lake Tahoe.

But the event most em-
blematic of our brotherly 
spirit and literary tradition 

was our Live Band Party.  Brother Kasatyõs band, the Rainy 
Day Parade, thrilled the audience with classic rock, impress-
ing all our guests and giving them a demonstration of our 
commitment to music and the arts.  The concert was a smash.  
People from around the neighborhood listened from the bal-
conies; cheers could be heard from the rooftops at the end of 
each song.

This Rush season was a thrilling success.  We þnished 
the two weeks with þve solid pledges and boosted reputation.  
And the brothers of ADPhi did not miss a beatñthey were 
ready to jump straight into the pledge semester with the same 
enthusiasm.  Spring Rush ô06 was one to remember.
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ADPhi changes every semester, and þve years is a long 
time to see changes add up.  I joined a fraternity of philoso-
phers who debated ideals and perception while they listening 
to Bob Marley.  We of course had parties, but mainly it was 
a small crowd of a few friends.  Jon Feske played jazz on 
the piano.  There was ping-pong, ultimate frisbee, chess, and 
foosball.  We were all about tradition and one of those tradi-
tions was making it up as we went along.

 I live in a fraternity of jokesters.  Nothing is sacred.  
Doors are often open and some people laugh if I knock.  Word 

gets out about our parties, and there arenõt as many vegetar-
ians as there used to be.  The guys play poker, Halo, and Bei-
rut.  More gets done around the house.

 Itõs still the same house, but itõs seen some important 
changes.  South Porch is now a weight room.  The basement 
and bar went from being a dark ratty place we never used to 
a freshly painted dark ratty place we use all the time.  The 
carpet (and I thank all those who helped make this happen) 
is new as of last year.  We ruined our ping-pong table but 
brought in a second pool table.  I came back from one summer 
to þnd the second story bathroom gone ð absolutely stripped 
of everything down to the concrete.  Apparently we started 
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Food and beverages at the Chapter house 
before and after each home game

(Chapter Pres. continued from page 1)

remodeling but putting things back in 
got delayed by a couple of months.  And 
it seems every year the kitchen changes 
somehow.

Yet Mike, our cook, is an institu-
tion, and as much a part of the house as 
any brother.  He brings his unique live-
lihood to the kitchen.  Mike has been 
around well longer than any of us now, 
and for those of you who donõt know 
him, heõs your one stop shop for hash 
browns, chicken legs, liberal procla-
mations, and off the cuff humor, all at 
once, whether you ordered them or not.  
Early this year he suffered a heart attack 
which fortunately has barely seemed to 
phase him, but those watching closely 
noticed the food get a little healthier.

Traditions keep things consistent, 
and help bind all of us together.  Itõs not 
just that they give us experiences we 
can all relate to, but so many of them 
are such a blast.  New traditions Iõve 
seen started include broomball, improv. 
comedy nights, and throwing people in 
the pool on their birthday.  Many of the 
older traditions have stuck around as 
well.  Without these traditions, ADPhi 
just wouldnõt be the same. 

Brother Feske (who was president 
of the fraternity when I joined) once 
said that you donõt go back to visit your 
old dorm, but your fraternity youõll go 
back to.  Itõs something that you can 
call your own.  And heõs right.  Itõs not 
a club, itõs not an apartment, itõs not an 

extracurricular activity.  For me ADPhi 
has been my home and my best source 
of college friends.  Through all its phas-
es Iõve been happy that I joined, and I 
donõt see that changing any time soon.

be one of òDo or Dieó. This is the old 
news.

For the rest of the evening, the di-
minishing state of the house was the 
sole topic of discussion.  I challenged 
everyone, myself as well, to suggest ac-
tionable ideas that would make the AD 
House a better place to live, and relive 

old memories of days past.  
Personally, it was comfort-

ing to hear Alumni and Active 
Brothers expresses their hon-
est opinions and hopes for the 
kind of house with which they 
would like to be associated.  
Though I know I am not alone 
in my concern, and appreciate 
the support and encourage-
ment to òkeep up the good 
workó, Iõve put in many years 
of going it alone hoping that I 
would someday be able to pass 
off the baton ð at least once in 

a while.  
Words are not enough. Action is 

needed ð your action.  Contact me if you 
can provide it.  Otherwise, I am very 
quickly coming to the realization that I 
donõt have the bandwidth to continue as 
Party of One.  This is the deadline.

XAIPE, 
Doug McKenzie ô83
Alumni Association President

faculty including world renowned as-
trophysicist, student-body favorite, and 
recent Nobel Prize 
nominee, Dr. Alex 
Fillipenko.   

The only im-
pediment keeping 
the California Chap-
ter from reaching 
our full potential is 
the disintegrating 
status of our physi-
cal structure.  Un-
dergraduate house 
manager Steven 
Jacobs has done an 
outstanding job of 
completing all the projects within the 
scope of the active chapter.  However, 
we need you, our devoted alumni, to 
maintain your loyalty and support to 
this fraternity if it is to make any more 
notable progress.  You have not seen a 
more motivated and determined group 
of undergraduates living within these 
walls for many years.  Please join us to 
fortify the overall image of this chapter, 
for now is truly a great time to renew 
your loyalty to Alpha Delta Phi at Cali-
fornia.  

XAIPE, 
Sean Chappell ô08
Undergraduate President
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(Alumni Pres. continued from page 1)




